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On the propriely and utility of meeting at stated 
seasons for social and religious worship. 
BY L. 8. EVERETT. 

“ Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves togeth- 
er, as the manner of come is.”’—Heb, x. 25 

There has been much controversy on the 
question as to the proper time to be devoted 
exclusively to the worship of God ; and, while 
mankind have contended for the shadow, they 
have often lost the substance. 

On the one’ hand, ithas been maintained, 
that God, by divine appointment, sgt apart the 

- seventh"day of the week, as holy time, and re- 
quired his chosen people to observe it as such ; 
that, when the Lord Jesus Christ appeared on 
earth, as the Lord of the Sabbath, it was pro- 
per to alter the day, to the first, instead of the 
seventh ; and that all are bound by the divine 
commands which originally related to the se- 
venth day of the week, to observe the first, 
and keep it holy. 

On the other hand, some have contended, 
that the Jews were commanded by their pro- 
phets to observe and keep holy the seventh day 
of the week, which is our Saturday ; anc that 
we ought not to observe any other. Hence, 
there has actually arisen a sect among us, who 
are distinguished from other Christians by an 
observance of the seventh, instead of the first 
day of the week, as holy time. “ae 

There are others, who, viewing the institu- 
tions of Christianity as a matter of little con- 
sequence, insist that one day is as good as ano- 
ther, and that God doth not require an observ- 
ance of any particular day, as a season of wor- 
ship and rest from labour. 

For one I am not disposed to be too strenu- 
ous, as to the particular time to be devote to 


the publick service of God ; Toren I consent 
to a disregard of the customs ng sanction- 


ed by the followers of Christ. 

The reasons for altering the sacred time from 
the seventh to the first day of the week, : 
to me cogent and satisfaetory. The phe 
for the change are these: 1. As the seventh 
| day was observed by the Jewish Churchy in 
| memory of the rest of God, after the works of 
creation, and of their deliverance from the ity 


has always been observed by the Christian 
Church, in memory of Christ’s resurrection. 
2. Christ made repeated visits to his disciples 
on that day, 3. On this day we find St. Paul 
presehice at Troas when the disciples ‘came to 

reak bread. 4. The directions the apostles 
gave to the Christians, plainly allude to their 
religious assemblies on the first day. 5. Pliny, 
whose authority cannot well be doubted, bears 
witness of the first day of the week being 
kept as a festival, in honour of the resurrection. 
of Christ ; and the primitive Christians kept 
it in the most solemn manner. See Buck’s 
Theological Dictionary. 

Thege reasons, in my opinion, are sufficient 
to inducé us to obsetve the first, instead of the 
seventh day of the week, as a Sabbath unto 
the Lord. Such a preference is sanctioned by 
the practice of the early®Christians, and is justi- 
fied by the cusiom of ali who have taken upon 
themselves the name of Christ, with but few 
exceptions, from that time to this. 

But it does not appear to be so important that 
any one particular day should be observed, as 
a day of rest and devotion, as it does to have 
| the day selected properly observed. There is 
no law in the New Testament concerning the 
observance of the first day ; and it is quite im- 
possible to determine with certainty which is 
the seventh from creation. There are seven 
chances against one, that our Saturday is not 
the Jewish Sabbath ; and it would be almost a 
miracle, if from Christ’s resurrection to this 
period there had been no mistake in reckoning 
the days of the week, So that contention on 
the subject is unwarranted by facts, and not 
called for by the importance of the case. 

Relative to tais controversy it may be farther 
observed, that it is of very little consequence 
to know whether any, and if any, what day in 
the week is set apart by divine appointment, as 
a day of rest. For, in urging the observance 
of one day out of seven, as a season of wore 
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ship and rest, it need only be said, that “the 
‘powers that be are ordained of God;” and 
hence, if the constituted ,authorities of our 
country have ‘said, that a particular day ought 
to be devoted to the Lord, such day is set apart, 
to all useful intents and purposes, by divine ap- 
pointment. 

Again; To know that an institution is of 


divine origim, we have only to learn that it is 
useful. ig, the observance of a por- 
- tion of our as a season of rest and devo- 
tion, shall be found an useful practice, it should 
operate upon the heart of every Christian, as 
_ a powerful incentive to keep it holy; while 
mm the consideration should be suffered to have 
its proper weight upon the minds of those who 
do not yet believe in our holy religion. 

In order to ascertain whether the observ- 
ance of the Christian Sabbath is useful or not, 
we must know whether or not it is calculated 
to promote the happiness of mankind; for 
whatever tends to promote true enjoyment is use- 

ul. 
The fact that an observance of the Sabbath 
in a becoming and devotional manner, is caleu- 
lated to enhance the enjoyment of mankind, 
will, I submissively trust, be elicited as we 
proceed with a general elucidation of our pre- 
sent subject. 

Assembl ng ourselves together at stated 
seasons in commemoration of the resurrection 
of the Redeemer, is expedient, and truly bene- 
ficial, from the following considerations : 

1. Because we are commanded so to do, 

It will not be denied that the Jews, from 
whom we have derived many of our religious 
views, were commanded to observe the Sab- 
bath day, and keep it holy. But I prefer to 
tegard the Christian Sabbath as a civil institu- 
tion, calculated to sustain that tone of religious 
feeling, which is so essential to the welfare-of 
society. 

The laws of our happy country require, that 
we should abstain from unnecessary labour on 
the first day of the week; and while the right 
of worshipping God according to the dictates 
of conscience, is guaranteed to all, it is neces- 
sarily enjoined upon each not to disturb the 
devotions of others. 

Our laws are enacted by the Peor.e ; and 
all good citizens will bow in submission to their 
voice. Hence, a violation of the Christian 
Sabbath, should be regarded as an insult to 
the majesty of the law, and as an act of con- 
tempt against the “powers that be.” 

2. But the proposition just advanced, in its 
abstract sense, would seem not to be a suffi- 
cient.reason for the observance of the day as a 
religious festival. But, when we take it in 
hand to show that obedience to the laws of our 
country is proper, it should be recollected that 
we take it for granted such laws are good in 
themselves, and calculated to subserve the best 
interests of the people generally. Hence— 





we should assemble ourselves together at such 
times as are appointed, because mankind are 
so constituted as to derive many advantages 
from soci] worship. 

Mankind are naturally social beings, and 
were designed for social intercoursé. Without 
any intercourse with our: fellow-beings we 
should be truly miserable. Hence the more 
refined enjoyments of life have their birth in 
the choice circle of our friends. It is there 
that the friendly emotions of the heart are ex- 
pressed, and a kindly impulse given to the 
ennobling principles of our nature. How‘ought 
we to prize the endearments of friendship! 
and how ought we to bless the Parent of Na« 
ture for the ability he has given us to express 
and reciprocate the generous emotions of the 
mind, 

We discover a predisposition to these enjoy- 
ments in little children. Who can withess their 
cheerful gambols, without being convinced that 
there is a natural inclination in mankind to 
mingle their enjoyments and sorrows ? 

The social enjoyments of the Sanctuary, or 
house of prayer, are more elevated and refined 
than the pleasures ordinarily arising from friend- 
ly intercourse. It is here that the soul ascends 
to God, in prayer and praise—it is here that 
the affections of the heart are raised up to God; 
and here we learn the character, will, and de- 
signs of the Great Eternal, in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being. 

3. In such assemblies, we and our children, 
and our friends, learn to adore and reverence 
the God of our salvation in concert and har- 
mony. 

How delightful it is, to contemplate the 
riches of Gdéd’s unfathomable love, and illimi- 
table grace! It leads us to adore and love him 
and if we love him, we shall delight to keep 
his commendments. 

If religious assemblies are as they should 
be, every soul will be edified with hearing the 
goodness of God proclaimed at each convoca- 
tion. Ifthey are as they should be, Heaven’s 
eternal kindness will be dwelt upon, as the 
source of all consolation, and his unpurchased 
Love will be exhibited in its native purity, 
simplicity and beauty, to captivate the soul, 
and lead it home to God. 

Yes, if our religious exercises are as they ' 
should be, we shall not only hear of the Love 
of God, but we shall receive a portion of the 
diviné treasure “ into good and honest hearts.” 
Your speaker, if he obeys his divine commis- 
sion, will proclaim the sdapen tidings of the 
gospel, and you, if the preparation of your 
hearts be of God, will listen to the administra- 
tion of the word with devout and becoming 
gratitude. 

But this is not all: Your frmilies, and ftiends 
will be invited to partake of the gospel feast 
with you ;—your husbands, your wives, your 
children, and your parents, will be affection- 















ately entreated to mingle with you in the spirit- 
ual festivities of our seasons of worship. If you 
are fully satisfied, that the Holy One of Israel 
is here adored—that his character and purposes 
are here properly represented—that the gospel 
of God is here faithfully proclaimed, you will 
endeavour to persuade your friends to come up 
hither to worship. Your entreaties will be 
ecvaracterized by -kindness, and crowned with 
success, for God will second your endeavours 
to do honour to his name. 

And when assembled in the capacity of de- 
vout worshippers of the Great Eternal, we 
shall learn to lift our contemplative powers to 
him from whom proceedeth all our benefits, 
and with our friends and kindred, learn to 
adore and love him “because he first loved 
us.”’ 

4. In such assemblies we are encouraged to go 
on in the performance of those active duties 
which are inculcated in the gospel. 

If religious assemblies are properly conduct- 
ed, they are calculated to warm the heart with 
benevolence aud heaven-born charity. The 
Jove of God, when shed abroad in the heart, 
will produce love; so, when the soul is awa- 
kened toa sense of divine Benevolence, it 
seeks to extend the tender charities of the 
heart to the unfortunate. Hearing it oft repeat- 
ed from the desk, that God is our Father—that 
he is our Benefactor—that his nature is Love, 
and that “all we are brethren,” that being 
must be cold indeed who can, under the influ- 
enge of these truths, deny to the needy the 
pittance required to make them happy. 

But, brethren, this remark will not apply to 
assemblies made up of those who worship an 
angry God, or fear that their fellow creatures 
will be subjected to future unspeakable woe ! 
Wrath can never produce love—nor cruelty, 
tenderness—nor fear, obedience—nor fear of 
hell, a heaven within the soul! No, all crea- 
tion confirms the fact, (may I not add experi- 
ence ?) that the notion of endless misery cor- 
rodes and benumbs the finer faculties of the 
soul—dries up the streams of kindness, and 
blunts the tender sensibilities of the heart! 
He, who by dint of holy perseverance, has 
prepared himself to witness with emotions of 
joy and satisfaction the untold miseries of his 
fellows in another world, is ready upon 
it—to behold with indifference their misfor- 
tunes here on earth. 

Having briefly adverted to some of the bene- 
fits resulting from an observance of stated sea- 
sons of worship, I come to consider, 

2. The proper object in assembling ourselves 
together. 

It has been thought, and often said, that the 
primary object in assembling to worship God, 
is, to secure to ourselves salvation from his 
wrath. Indeed, I have been frequently asked 
— what use there is in going to meeting to 
worship and praise God, if it be @ truth that 
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. turn for a cup of cold water, would be modes 








none are to be eternally excluded from his 
sence ?”” Admit, for a moment, the anh of 
what would be implied in such question. With 
what propriety, in that case, could we consider 
an observance of these religious seasons a vir- 
tue? If the object is to escape wrath and gain 
heaven, can the worshipper pretend, while go 
verned by an object so vastly important tolhim 
self, that he is not influenced by the most ex 
travagant selfishness? ‘That man’’—to use 
the language of the venerated Franklin—* that} 
man who should demand a‘plantation, in re 
















indeed when compared with him who shou 
expect heaven as a reward for what the,cre: 
ture cando.” Hence, we must look fof some 
object, more worthy than this, to lead usto a 
tend the worship of God. 

Our first object in assembling ourselves te 
gether should be to learn our duty to God ang 
one another. 

The all important lessons which pertain 
our duty, are to be derived from the perfeetior 
of God. Hence, we should strive to know hing 
that we may love him, and be led on im th 
pleasant path of duty. 

There are many who seem to attend th 
place of worship with only a view to be ca 
firmed in their preconceived opinions. Sue 
are willing to listen to ideas which perfectl 
accord with their own, but are opposed to wh 
ever differs from them. Persons of this de 
scription are too wise in their own conceit t 
improve much under any circumstances. 

But, if we are disposed to gain knowledg 
we shall be willing to “prove all things an 
hold fast to that which is good,” without bein 
too tenacious of our own opinions. Our gre 
motive should be to know the mind and will 
God, and our duty to him, and our obligation 
to our fellow creatures. 

Our duty to God, is to‘love him with# 
whole heart, mind and strength. This all 
portant truth is plainly asserted by our divig 
Lord, and hence, is “worthy of all accept 
tion.” The command to love God, rests up 
the fact that “he first loved us” and “ con 
mended his love towards us, in that while 
were yet sinners Christ died for us.” Heng 
therefore, in seeking for a place of worsh 
adapted to the great object in view, you 
entreated to attend those assemblies where 
unpurchased love of God is faithfully proclaig 
ed to the children of. men. 

2, But another object in attending upon 
worship of God, is to learn to love our fe 
creatures. é 

The love of mankind should be, not me 
a theoretical regard, but a practical love. 
love our fellow creatures practically, is fo. 
them good, and doing good consists in proi 
ting happiness. 

n promoting the happiness of mankind, th 
js summed up the duty of map to his’ fell 
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man ; und nothing can be more acceptable to 
God, than doing good to his creatures. He 
does not stand in need ef our assistance—Hrs 
glory is secured without our aid—His happi- 
Mess is complete in itself, But it hath pleased 
him to constitute all his creatures dependent— 
dependent on him for existence and the pow- 
fer of dog good, and dependent upon one 
nother forthe ordinary comforts of friendship. 
if, therefore, we would serve God acceptably, 
Awe must learn how to promote the happiness of 
his creatures, and when the great lesson is well 
amderstood we should be careful to put it in 
practice, 
‘Having noticed the propriety of assembling 
burselves together, and the objects and motives 
ith should actuate and encourage us to at- 
fend to these duties, -¥ must be indulged in of- 
ering @ few remarks on the’ opinions which are 
tty generally entertained upon some other 
matters connected with this subject. I now 
Nude to the propriety of forming societies, 
tipporting a preached word, observ ng what 
e called the ordinances of the gospel, and 
ponstituting ehurches. I deem it proper to give 
‘ou “mine opinion” on these subjects, with 
view to direct your minds to a contemplation 
f them. The hints which I am about to offer 
re hot intended to influence your minds any 
farther than they meet your decided approba- 
on ; and I should be as happy to receive the 
idvice of my more experienced brethren, as I 
be in giving my own. 
In our inquiries relating to these matters it 
buld ‘be ‘our endeavour to ascertain what 
yere the views and customs of the early Chris- 
ans, as their examples are doubtless worthy 
‘being imitated; but where their opinions 
bd practices remain in obscurity, we should 
five to adopt that course which will be best 
lapted to the present condition of society, and 
st calculated to secure the great object in 
pew—viz. the promotion of the happiness of 
fitselves and others. 
I may also observe, farther, that perhaps my 
wn views upon these subjects may be different 
bm those of most others ; and possibly it may 
& considered presumptuous to declare them ; 
mt singular things are sometimes correct, and 
will enter upon the task. 
| 1. Forming societies. 
| Although mankind are all members of one 
feat family, of which God is the Father, and 
hrist the elder Brother, yet we are so consti- 
fled as to be favourably wrought upon by ties 
bre immediately felt than the common bonds 
pnature and consanguinity. Hence mankind 
bye in all ages united themselves in social 
mopacts with a view of keeping alive a pro- 
ir'sense of mutual dependence, and encour- 
mg an exercise of fraternal aflection. From 
is it may be inferred, that the formation of 
Bieties and social compacts, is, at least eon- 
mial with the nature of man. 


| 








Those who are engaged in thé same calling; 
or are of the same sentiments, in morals or re- 
ligion ; or those who profess the same faith; 
may, and perhaps are in duty bound, to unite 
themselves under such regulations as are tho’t 
to be congenial with their collective and indi- 
vidual happiness. Hence, I conclude, that 
societies should bé formed, and properly or- 
ganized by all believers in the Abrahamick 
faith, whenever a sufficient number can conve- 
niently unite. 

By so doing, we as a people, should avoid 
many evils to which we are now subjected, 
and shouid secure many advantages which at 
present are lost. We should avoid the evil: of 
being compelled to bear the eontempt of the 
world for sins which we discountenance, and 
should secure the advantages which naturally 
flow from knowing each other, and being 
bound together by good and wholesome moral 
regulations. 

Societies of this kind, as soon as circumstan- 

ces permit, should contribute to a fund for the 
relief of an unfortunate brother or sister, while 
it should be the peculiar care of each member, 
to “do good unto all men—especially to those 
of the household of faith.” 
3, 2. Another object with us should be to sus- 
tain a preached gospel. The society, in its 
capacity as such, should take upon itself the 
task of directing in all things pertaining to the 
administration of truth, and should decide up- 
on all questions relating to these matters.— 
Without some such arrangement, it is impossi- 
ble that any thing like order or regularity can 
long exist. 

But it may become a question, whether it is 
proper to sustain a preachedygospel ? On this 
subject I briefly remark, that it will be profita- 
ble to support a minister of the gospel, so long, 
and no lenger, than he brings forth things new 
andold for the edification of his people. When- 
ever he falls behind a majority of, his hearers 
in a knowledge of God and divine things, his 
ignorance will become insupportable, and his 
labours useless. Let this, then, be the crite- 
rion, and let your ministering brethren be en- 
couraged so long as they are capable of giving 
you instruction and comfort by their applica- 
tion to study. 

3. Administration of the Ordinances. 

It is extremely difficult to determine, whe- 
ther the primitive disciples ever adopted any 
fixed rules in relation to-;what are called the 
ordinances of the Gospel. And the fact that 
divines have so long disagreed on this point, is 
an evidence that revelation is not very explicit 
on the subject. It remains a question, with 
some, whether the ordinance of water baptism 
was designed to continue after the ereetion of 
the kingdom of Christ—and also, whether the 
Lord’s Supper was.calculated to be observed 
at stated seasons, in due form, as commemora- 


' tive of his death. Indeed, it is my opinion, th 
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we have as good grounds for supposing that he 
enjoined it upon his disciples to eat, at their 
ordinary meals, with their thoughts fixed upon 
him agd his sufferings, as that it was made 
their duty to set apart any particular seasons 
for that purpose. On the occasion when he 
partook, for the last time before his crucifixion, 
of the ordinary bounties of indulgent Provi- 
dence with his disciples, he commanded them, 
as often as they did thus, to think of him. A 
question would arise, therefore, whether we 
should not violate a divine command, by set- 
ting apart any particular season for that pur- 
pose and neglecting any, and every opportunity, 
when two or three might providentially sup to- 
gether, to commemorate his death. 

But aside from all this, there are other con- 
siderations, which, with me, have considera- 
ble weight. If we look back upon the past 
ages of the church, we shall learn, that the 
most extravagant conceptions have been form- 
ed upon this subject. From a simple repast, 
during which the love of Jesus was called to 
mind, but a few centuries had elapsed before 
the deluded Christians began, as they suppo- 
sed, to eat the real flesh, and “quaff, with 
monstrous profanity, the transubstantiated blood 
of a God.”—Yes, by the necromancy of a 
priest, it was supposed, the simple wafer of 
the Eucharist, and the Wine of the Sacrament, 
were transformed into the very flesh and blood 
of the Son of Mary! In this, we behold the 
dreadful extreme of folly and superstition.— 
The blood chills with*horrour at the recital, 
aud common sense revolts at the mention of 
such profanity ! 

But it may be said that the circumstance just 
noticed was an abuse of an institution good in 
itself; yet it remains to be seen, whether these 
ordinances do not naturally tend to draw the 
mind from God to a veneration of things of 
minor consequence. Is it the object to refresh 
the soul with a contemplation of the Grace of 
God communicated through Christ? Go read 
the evidences of immortal Love in all creetion; 
behold it in providence, in the works of nature; 
see the sun rising in its majesty revivifying the 
expansive earth with its cheering rays ; behold 
the rain descending upon the evil and the good! 
Is there more wanted to refresh the soul? Go 
read your bibles, and learn from that sacred 
book, that “God is Love,” and requireth not 
that we should worship him with our hands as 
though he needeth any thing, but with our 
spirits which are his own. 

My opinion is briefly this:—Baptism with 
water, may in certain cases be necessary, to 
answer a good conscience towards God; and 
the dedication of children, according to the 
manner of the Israelites, as performed by our 
Lord, is not only a solemn, but perhaps a use- 
ful custom :—An administration of the ordinan- 
ces, may be, in certain cases, profitable to the 
soul, but should never be suffered to take the 
place of God in our affections. 





4. On the subject of forming churches there 
is a great diversity of opinion amongst Christ 
ians. But 1 conceive the whole matter resolve 
itself into the two simple inquiries: 1. Is it® 
divine command to form churches according 6 
the prevailing custom? 2. Will the formatic 
of churches contribute to a growth in grace, 0 
to the peace and enjoyment of believers and 
the world ? . 

In reply to the first inquiry I would observe 
that the command of our Lord to his primitivt 
apostles, was, “ Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel.” He did not enjoin it wpe 
them to form Churches, as the fashion now is 
and it remains somewhat doubtful, whethe 
the early Christians either with or without @ 
thority, ever constituted such institutions. 
True, there were churches in early times; ba 
there is good reason to doubt their being con 
stituted like those of medern times. Mr. Buck 
the learned authour of the Theologicel Dic 
tionary, ingenuously admits, that the Greé 
word Ecclesia, translated Church, denotes sim 
ply an assembly met about business, whethe 
lawful or unlawful, Hence, then, we may iff 
fer, that the formation of churches is of mor 
modern date than the establishment of Chris 
ianity, and was not a thing authorized by ot 
Lord. 

Societies, however, natarally grew out 
the perilous situation of the early Christians 
and their formation into such associations wé 
justified by the emergency of the case, rath 
than by any injunction of our Lord, ; 

But, secondly, will the formation of churchg 
contribute to a growth in grace? If so, the 
ought to be formed. But from the light of hifi 
tory, and the aid of reason, I lave been led 
doubt whether much good ever has grown 
of such institutions; and also, whether 
great advantages can be expected to result fra 
such measures. 

Any thing of an exclusive nature tends 
attach an undue consequence to those wlio 
esteemed worthy to partake of it; while; 
a matter of course, it either has a tendency 
discourage others, or excite to hypocricy, 2 
mean of obtaining a share of the-exclusi 
privileges. True, it may be necessary in # 
present state of the world, to constitute societi 
for the furtherance of the cause of truth ; 1b 
in all such cases the greatest care should 
taken to have morality of character, and 
opinions merely, the test by which to determi 
the worthiness of the candidate for admission 

But, when churches are formed, there m 
be artificial laws for the government of the 
admitted; and there must be holy ceremoni 
and holy articles of faith, and holy creED 
And I have sometimes thought that people } 
come too holy. For some are ever ready! 
say, “stand by thyself, come not near mej 
am holier than thou.” 4 

Christ is the great head of the chureh,- 
those for whom he gave himself a ransor 
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those for whom he died ; those for whose sins 
he became the propitiation; those whom he 





pcame to seek and to save,—all these, I say, 


are members of his body and his church. To 
ake artificial distinctions, therefore, seems to 
be subversive of the spirit and intent of the 
gospel. 
. If it should be objected, that the present 
imperfect state of the world renders some dis- 
tinction necessary and proper ; we should stop 
to inquire, whether hedging in Zion with bar- 
riers of human invention will promote faith or 
holiness. Should we be told that Christians 
should be distinguished from the world ?—our 
reply is, let them be distinguished by their 
superiour philanthropy, benevolence and holi- 
ness. 
From all the light obtained, it appears, that 
it will be expedient and proper to form socie- 
ties, to be composed of those who are moral in 
their conduct, and steadfast in their attachment 
0 the faith once delivered to the saints; and 
that it would be useful, to have the children of 
believing parents dedicated to God in the man- 
ner to which I have already referred. It would 
be highly gratifying to me, to hear that you are 
all disposed to assemble yourselves together 
in the capacity of sincere followers of Christ, 
desirous of imitating the splendid examples of 
pur divine Master. It would be highly satis- 


factory, also, to have you distinguished by so- 


briety, sincerity, and real virtue; and to see 
you all happy in the enjoyment of mutual love, 
friendship, and confidence. 

And, how delightful would it be, to see you 

all desirous of assembling yourselves together, 
vith your families and little ones, to hear of 
he goodness of our Eternal Father! True, 
you will bear the reproach of the world, but 
the malignity of earth and hell, can never 
separate you from the love of God! And then 
you would be happy in the enjoyment of your 
faith, and so, prepared to “labour, and suffer 
reproach for trusting in the living God who is 
he Saviour of all men.” 

Brethren : There is an important work be- 
ore you. ‘The world of mankind are in ignor- 
mce of those pure incentives to godliness 
which are set before us in the gospel of Christ. 
fany honestly think, that nothing but rear 
an induce mankind to love and worship the 
great Eternal. It is for us, therefore, to con- 
ince the unconvinced, that the Love of God 
pan lead us on in the way of duty,—it is for 

to teach our fellow-creatures, that the fear 
bf hell is not an essential item in the Christian 
weperience. How shall we effectso great an 
gudertaking? Will supineness and indiffer- 
ence open their eyes to behold the beauties of 
on 8 religion? Most certainly not. We 
ust convince the world of the efficacy of 
Bod’s goodness, by our attention to every moral 


ty. 
"3 yeu ate determined te succeed in the 


} 
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‘must disarm 
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good work already begun, you must, when con- 
venient and proper, form yourselves into a 
friendly compact—you must endeaveur to bear 
each other’s oa catabeone must attend to the 
stated administration of the word of life—you 
must persuade your friends, in the language of 
kindness to come to your spiritual feasts—you 
rejudice ‘of its weapons, by re- 
turning good for evil—you must endeavour to 
avoid those evils which destroy the prosperity 
and peace of others, and you must endeavour to 
keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
And finally ;—from time to time, as you hear 
the great deliverance proclaimed, you will look 
forward to that glorious period, when “a na- 
tion shall be born in a day”—yea, to that grand 
consummation of all things, when sin, sorrow, 
and crying shall be done away; when earthl 
assemblies shall no longer meet, but when all 
God’s children shall meet in one blissful con- 
gregation, to celebrate the unpurchased Love 
of God, in a world without end. AMEN. 


ne 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


The doctrine of John Calvin, clearly stated, in- 
contestibly proved, and faithfully applied in a 
Sermon preached and published by a Reverend 
Doctor of Divinity. 

“ For all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
arm is stretched out still.” —Isa. v. 25. 

( Concluded from page 234.) 

The enemies of Calvinism pretend they 
cannot comprehend the doctrine of the trinity, 
nor understand how one is three and three are 
one. What daring impiety, when it is plainly 
laid down by the reverend Assembly of divines 
at Westminster! And it is written in the word 
of God, “ Be not faithless but believing.” — 
What impudence to cavil at this, when it is 
absolutely certain we might have had another, 
if the reverend divines had not some how over- 
looked it. For, if to be “* without father, with- 
out mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but made 
like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest con- 
tinually,” is not being equal to Deity, I know 
not what is. Our enemies must therefore ac- 
knowledge our modesty in claiming only three, 
when we might with equal propriety had four, 
and our friends must perceive how nearly 
priests are allied to the Most High, and the 
immense distance between them and the .peo- 
ple. How great, then, ought to be the rever- 
ence paid them! Again it is written, “and 
the sons of God saw the daughters of men that 
they were fair, and they took them wives of 
all which they chose.” “ And the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the Lord 
and Satan came also among them.” Now we 
do not pretend that these were Gods, but as 
they were God’s sons, they evidently belonged 
to his household, gnd we might have ficluded 
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them all ; in which case it could no more have 
been denied than the doctrine of the trinity. 
How shocking then must be the sin of unbe- 
lief! ‘When we contrast the conduct of Cal- 
yinists with that of Universalists, what great 
cause have we to rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory! Universalists are peopling 
the realms of darkness and despair by means 
of the poignard and pistol, while Calvinists, 
wherever they have the power, are forcing men 
into the kingdom of heaven by means of the 
stake and the faggot ; and if some fall a sacri- 
fice to their sinful obstinacy, the fault is not 
ours. Nay, if thousands unable to compre- 
hend our clear doctrine have become gloomy 
and deranged and so ended their miserable ex- 
istence by suicide ;—if Mrs. Stone, of Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, under a similar paroxism, 
did, at the instigation of Satan terminate the 
earthly career of her three children by immer- 
sion in water, in order to secure their salvation, 
the fault is not in our religious tenets, but in 
their tenacious adherence to the use of carnal 
reason ; and they are justly punished for not 
submitting to the ministers of our order ap- 
pointed by God to be the keepers of men’s 


consciences. 


Those who say Love is the prime attribute 
of Deity, set God at war with himself—cut off 
all just retribution and deprive the saints of 
their greatest source of happiness, the sublime 
and godlike pleasure of witnessing the exqui- 


site and eternal torments of their enemies.— 
Besides two opposite infinities, if it were pos- 
sible for them to exist, would neutralize each 
other and render Goda nonentity. Shocking 
blasphemy !—Infidels in heaven !—God forbid. 
Time ‘vas when in this our land, which the 
Lord our God gave unto our fathers, the right- 
eous were exalted, and the witches and those 
who dealt with familiar spirits and the idolators 
and hetrodox were destroyed from off the land, 
when, as in the days of the kings of Israel, 
the temple of the Lord was built, and the 
priests and Levites had rule. What if the 
vulgar herd said, “thy father made our yoke 
grievous,” they nevet dared utter a complaint 
while the good old king lived ; but now, alas ! 
the wicked bear rule and the saints mourn. 
Moses and Aaron no longer wield the sword of 
Joshua, and the pag do every man that 
which seemeth right in his own eyes. 


Our rulers are opén enemies to Calvinism, 
or-only pretended friends. There must be in- 
iquity in the camp among the Lord’s people. 
Is not the accursed thing among us? Have 
not many concealed the golden wedge, instead 
of rendering it up to the Lord for the spread of 
his gospe} among the perishing heathen? Have 
we not taken too much thought for the mor- 
tow, what we shall eat and what we shall 
dtink, tothe neglect ‘and everlasting destruc- 
tion of never-dying souls ? 





Has the fund bor 
y 


educating pious, indigent young men for the 
ministry been duly attended to? This isa 
matter of vast importance ‘to the church of 
Calvin ; for if it pleased God by the foolish- 


ness of preaching to save them that believe, 


when there were only twelve Christian preach- 
ers on earth, what wonders might we not hope 
to see accomplished when our theological semi- 
naries, where alone ministers are \properly 
qualified to preach the gospel, filled to over- 
flowing, shall swarm with heralds of the cross, 
possessing endowments vastly superiour to ig- 
norant fishermen? But these glorious things 
cannot be effected without the means, and the 
sound of grinding begins to be low at the con- 
tribution box. Come forward, then, all ye 
friends of Zion and lend freely to the Lord, 
for money the root of all evil, is a dangerous 
thing to never-dying souls. It is a serpent in 
the way and an adder in the path. We wish 
to rid you of this danger, and to show the great 
concern we feel for your everlasting welfare, 
are willing to take on ourselves the risk ; thus 
as far as in us lies, following the steps of our 
Lord and Master who offered himself for sin- 
ners. We promise to give it a brisk circula- 
tion throughout the whole globe, which will 
likewise be a temporal benefit, great in propor- 
tion to the amoupt of donations. hat if 
scoffers say, our female societies, juvenile sotie~ 
ties, mite societies, rag-bag societies, and ma- 
ny more too tedious to mention, formed for the 
benevolent purpose of aiding the cause of God, 
are leading captive silly women, taking undue 
advautage of imbecile infancy, meaner in prae= 
tice, and more deleterious in effect, than opeily 
meeting men in the highway and taking pur- 
ses with pistol in hand? All this is direct op- 
position to the great cause of Calvinism, and 
would, if successful, take away the main prop 
of the edifice, when the whole fabrick would 
fallto the ground. Besides, if you thus lend 
to the Lord, you will afterwards run no risk 
from the corruption of moth and rust, nor will 
Infidels and Universalists break through and 
steal, when there is nothing for them to take. * 
But great as are the trials of our church— 
amidst all the tribulations of Zion, while the 
Lord hides his face from the faithful followers 
of Calvin, and clouds and thick darkness sit.on 
our once favoured land, we see a star rising i 
the east, gladdening with its cheering rays thé 
hearts of all good Calvinists with the certain 
hope, that although the Lord chasteneth for 
time, yet he will not be forever wroth, and 
even now is raising up the holy and powerful 
potentates of Europe, in whom he has put his: 
spirit fo do all his pleasure; to pull down the 
Strong holds of satan and cast out the ungodly ; 
and who knows but in the course of his provi- 
dence, those faithful supporters of our religion, 
the Holy Allies, may visit our happy land, set~ 
ting the prisoner free and raising up the bow 
down? Then the wilderness shall bidsiom ts 
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the rose, the dry lands shall sing forth at the 


joyful approach of the glorious millenium. 
AMEN. 





EET GR LTTE 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
An Address to the members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 
BY A. H. CURTIS, OF ITHACA, N. Y. 
Respected Brethren :—Having been once a 
member of your society, from which I have 
lately dissented, and became a believer in the 
final destruction of sin and misery, and the uni- 
versal reconciliation of mankind to God their 
Creator; and whereas my conduct in this re- 
spect, has been considered by you, as highly 
reprehensible ; I have deemed it not only my 
privilege, but my incumbent duty, to transmit 
to you, my reasons for such conduct. 
My first and principal reason, therefore, for 
rejecting the Armenian faith, and embracing 
that which I now hold, is, my disbelief of the 


doctrine of eternal torment, which is held by | 


you as one of the main pillars of the Christian 
Religion. 

The supposition that the benevolent Father 
of the Universe, has prepared a burning lake, 
for the eternal punishment of the greatest part 
of his own offspring, to me, appears unscriptu- 
ral, unreasonable, unmerciful and unjust. For 
I never could find, in all the sacred writings, a 
penalty of endless misery annexed to any of 
the laws of God. If such a penalty does exist, 
it is absolutely unknown to me. If any of my 


Arminian brethren will point out to me, where | 


God has aunexed-a penalty of endless torment 
to any of his laws, I hereby promise, publicly, 
to renounce the doctrine of Universalism. Tell 
me where, in the book of inspiration, a passage 
may be found, that says plainly and unequivo- 
eally that any of the creatures of God, shall be 
miserable eternally, for any cause whatever ; 
and the moment you produce the passage, I 
will become an Arminian. And as the columns 
of the Advocate are open to all denominations, 
an opportunity is now offered to my Methodist 
brethren, to convince an “ apostate brother,” 
and save an immortal soul from eternal burn- 
ings. For if Deity ever intended to punish 
transgressors eternally, his justice requires the 
penalty to be annexed to hislaws. And if the 
doctrine of endless misery is a bible doctrine, 
my Methodist brethren will be able to point 
out to me the particular passages that prove it ; 
for a doctrine of so much importance to the hu- 
man family, must, if true, be stated in the most 
plain, positive, and convincing terms. I beg 
‘of you also.to inform me, how the doctrine of 
endiess misery can be supported, without de- 
stroying the justice, goodness and mercy of the 
Supreme Being, and transforming him into a 
' vindictive, merciless tyrant. For my patt, I 
cannot maintain the doctrine on any other prin- 
- ciple. 
According to my view of the subject, if any 
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being in the Universe becomes eternally mises 
| rable, it follows that God created that being 


| 
} 
| 
| 
! 





for that purpose. I am aware, however, that 
my Armimian brethren, will here object, and 
contend that the ereature has brought the pun- 
ment upon himself by his disobedienae. But 
; will you not admit, that the Allwise Creator 
| had a design in the creation of man? You will 
i—you must ; for Infinite wisdom could never 
| act at random, or without design. Will you 
| not also admit, that the designs of the Creator 
| must be earried into execution? Or is the 
| Prince of Darkness, or weak man, more strong 
; than He? What power shall be able to vie 
| with the God of the Universe? What arm so 

strong, that it shall be able to stand against the 

arm of Jehovah ? To what higher power must 

He submit, since He is Omnipotent, Omni- 
| scient and Omnipresent, the Creator and the 
| Governor of the Universe? You answer— 
| None. You then admit that Deity had a design 
in the creation of man; and that his designs 
must be carried into execution. What then? 
The next thing is, that man was made for 
some purpose, known unto God, which pur- 
| pose. cannot be counteracted. Hence it fol- 
| lows, that if any of the human family go to a 
place of eternal wretchedness, they were crea- 
ted for that express purpose. Will you say 
that this man was created for heaven? If you 
| do, you declare the plans of Deity thwarted. 
| Will you pretend to say that he was creatéd 
| without design ? No man that believes in the 
| existence of Deity will presume to do this.— 
| Then my first assertion is proved ; viz. if any 
| of the family of man are made eternally mise- 
rable, they were created for that very purpose. 

Again: Will you pretend to say, that man 
had any agency in his own creation? You 
answer no. Could he possibly have prevented 
his creation? You still answer no. Thenit 
follows, that he was ushered involuntarily into 
an existence, which insured to him, infinite 
and eternal misery, if your doctrine be true. 
Would it not have been infinitely better for 
that being had he never received an existence 
onsuch terms? Most certainly ; for nothing 
could be more to be dreaded than an existence 
on such terms as these. 

Again: The doctrine of endless misery con- 
tradicts the word of God and makes him a liar. 
The scriptures declare positively, that “Gop 
IS LOVE ;” That he is good unto all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. Now, if 
we maintain that God has created any, even 
one soul, for endless pain ; or even with the 
knowledge that it shall become eternally mise- 
rable, can it be said that he is good unto that 
soul, or that his tender mercies are extended to 
it? Can any being who is love in his nature, 
take delight in the infliction of pain ? 

Inasmuch as God has declared in his word, 
that He.is good unto all, &c. unwilling that any 








should perish ; and wi/l have all men to be sa- 
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ged and come to the knowledge of the truth.— | have no allusion to a future and invisible state 
gee ist Tim. ii. 3. If we maintain that any | of existence, but are confined wholly to this 
ing in the Universe is to become eternally | life, the state in which the crimes are com- 
miserable; we make God a liar by contradict- | mitted. *_ y $ 
ing his testimony ; for nothing can take place The scriptures speak of a present salvation, 
contrary to his will, since “he doeth his will | which cannot be enjoyed without faith and 
and pleasure in the armies of heaven, and | good conduct. They also speak of a future and 
among the inhabitants of the earth.” eternal salvation, which is not according to 
lam aware, however, that my Arminian | works, but according to the mercy of in 
brethren will object to this method of reasoning; | Christ Jesus, of which salvation all men are 
and contend that mankind are free agents, hav- | to become partakers, being freed from sin and 
ing been left to the freedom of their own will, | fitted for the Redeemer’s kingdom in glory 
and if they are damned it is their own fault, | above. See 1st Cor. chap. xv. and Isaiah, xxv. 
ke. I admit that mankind are moral agents, | 6, 7, 8 and 9 verses. 
being left free to act as the will dictates. But, To be continued. 
] inquire, was it not perfectly known unto 5 
God, that they would become sinners before he FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
created them? Did he not perfectly know be- THE ESSAYEST, NO. 8. 
fore creation, that if mankind were left to the | What shall be dune? not, what shall be be- 
freedom of their own will, as you term it, they | lieved, is the question which now presses upon 
would subject themselves to infinite misery? | us, and imperiously demands a serious answer. 
You answer yes,—for all things are open to | What shall be done? not to purchase heaven, 
his view ; the present, past, and future are | or bribe the favour of the Almighty ; but what 
ever in his sight, and with him one eternal | shall be done to produce and perpetuate the ra- 
now. Then the matter stands thus: Deity | tional enjoyment of the human race? Something 
hath chosen to create millions of intelligent | must be done! ‘Thecircumstances with which 
creatures Whom he knew would make them- | we are surrounded forbid us to be idle or inac- 
selves eternally wniserable. Did he not possess | tive. 
power and wisdom sufficient to enable him to| Ignorance is collecting her forces—~cupidity 
create them differently, insomuch that they | is calling her armies into the field—a terrible 
should not be liable to the pains of eternal fire? | conflict is just ready to take place,—not be~ 
Most certainly. Then, according to your sys- | tween rival religious dogmas—-not between 
tem, the Creator and Governor of the Uni-| the votaries of different systems of faith, but 
verse, who is the very essence of benevolence | between truth and errour, between folly and 
and mercy, (aecording to the seripture,) has | common sense; between the friends of civil 
treated millions of intelligent creatures and en- | and religicus liberty, and the advocates of ec- 
dued them with an agency by which, he knew, | clesiastical domination and clerical vassalage. 
the greatest part would subject themselves to | The clergy, and their minions, and their dupes,. 
the pains of an eternal hell, when he possess- | are determined to perpetuate the gloom of the 
ed full power and wisdom, to enable him to | dark ages, where it exists, and reproduce it 
do otherwise with the same ease, had he chose | where it has been dispelled. 
it, This brings us back to our first position: | . Americans have boasted their love of liber- 
That if your doctrine be true, the God of the | ty, the freedom of their civil and ecclesiastical 
Universe is a being of cruelty and matevo- | institutions ; they have said to the old world, 
lence. “ Mark our example and follow it.”” But ah 

This branch of your faith, my brethren, | me! this boasting mustsoon be dismissed, this- 
makes salvation dependant on the creature, and | invitation to other countries’ to compare their 
not on the Creator, therefore it cannot be true. | governments with ours must not be indulged, 
itis maintained by you, that he who repents, | unless we call forth our sleeping energies and’ 
believes, and serves God in sincerity, is sure | drive from.our hitherto happy land the clerical 
of eternal life ; while he who neglects to per- | monster which now threatensus with his ghast- 
form these duties, must be eternally damned. | ly reign. 

But the greatest difficulty in your. system | The noble emotion, the conscious dignity we 
wd views, my brethren, appears to be this: | once felt at the mention of our country’s name, 
o wit. the application of portions of scripture | and at the recital of the toils, sufferings and 
to faturity, which have no reference thereto, | achievements of our fathers, will give place to 
but are confined entirely to this state of being, | shame for our supineness, or deep regret that- 
having been written for our moral improve- | we cherished a viper to destroy us. There is, 
ment, comfort and admonition, while we are | there can be no want of proof, that our liberties 
passing through this earthly existence. We | are endangered, that we, like Spain, are to be: 
know that the scriptures abound with denun- | devoured by monks, priests, and the pretended” 
tations of God against transgression ; but if | lovers of God, unless we combine to prevent @ 
we abandon tradition, and examine with can-| doom so-horrible. . 
dour and impartiality, we shall find that they} What shall be done ? Shall we, who bid de- 


~ 








250 


fiance to kings, and made thrones tremble to 
their base—shall we, who first set the world 
an example of a free government, founded on 
the inalienable rights of man, now submit to 
the disgrace, the degradation of a spiritual 
hierarchy ? Shall we, who half a century ago, 
were so jealous of our rights that we would 
rather involve ‘our country in all the evils of 
war, than pay a trifling tax, lest we should 
countenance a doctrine which might encourage 
tyrants to oppress us, now contribute immense 
sums to the ignoble leaders of a barbarous su- 
perstition, to enable them to overturn our poli- 
tical edifice, and trample the rights of con- 
science in the dust ? 

My religious sentiments are sufficiently 
known. Whether I am orthodox or hetrodox, 
dissenter or conformist, is no man’s business, 
nor do I care what religious creed my country- 
men adopt. All that can be desired on this 
subject, is, that every denomigation have the 
privilege of expressing their own opinions and 
the liberty to support them by such argu- 
ments as they possess. Let every one tell his 
own belief or keep it to himself just as. he 
please ;. but let no mortal presume to censure 
another for the opinions he may adopt. Let 
truth and errour both rest on their own resour- 
ces, and there will be no danger of truth’s 
‘losing the victory. Truth needs no protection 
to be able to cope with errour, hence laws in 
her favour are unnecessary. If any doctrine 
needs the aid of government to maintain its 
standing, it may be fairly presumed that it has 
not truth in its favour, consequently to grant it 
protection is the same as te nourish falsehood, 
we want no law in favour of any particular 
sentiment. Truth spurns such aid, and to grant 
it to falsehood would be highly pernicivus.— 
Hence we want no law religion, or which is 
‘the same thing, neither the cause ef truth or 
human felicity requires any such establish; 
ment. 

But there are many in this enlightened 
country—yea, some from the desk have dared 
pretend it is necessary we have a religion esta- 
blished by law. Such pretences are mere 
mockery. Po we want the scenes of persecu- 
tion, of blood, of death in its most appalling 
form which the old world has beheld, brought 
hither to convert our paradise into a hell filled 
with impious monks and hypocritical priests ? 
If not, let us cease from supportirg any of the 
misnamed benevolent societies of our country. 
Let every liberal, every enlightened, and phi- 
lanthropick minded man take a decided stand 
against the high-handed measures with which 
this country is replete. The courts and splen- 
did establishments are beginning to have too 
much influence over our people, and we think 
because England, or some other country sub- 
ject to an arbitrary government, has a reli- 
gious establishment, we must; and so we can 
be like other nations. Let this inflrefce be 
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A 
pointed out and discouraged. Let the 
riourity of plain republican institutions pg 
faithfully shown ; let the value of freedom be 
felt—the arts of the hypocrite and the wretch. 
ed conduct of hireling priests be held up tp 
publick contempt, and the danger with whid 
we are threatened will be averted. 

To accomplish this it becomes nece 
that there be exertious used. The press muy 
be active. Truth must be told and the ungys. 
pecting awakened to a sense of their danger, 
Let minor differences among liberal Christians 
be forgotten, and let them cordially unite t 
preserve mental independence, free inquiry, 
and rational liberty both civil and ecclesiasti. 
cal. ‘The call for union is imperious ; the ob. 
ject is sufficiently important and the interest ig 
the same. Let these men of liberal feelings 
and’ wishes combine to overthrow Dr. Ely: 
Christian party in politicks, by discountenm- 
cing every criterion of decision which does not 
refer solely to a man’s moral worth. By duing 
this, something will be done, and this some- 
thing can and must be immediately done, o 
all is lost. O. A.B. 


ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 











** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH."” 











THE CRISIS---NO. 2. 

In our last number we noticed certain indications of 
the fact, that rz TIME HAS ComE when every friend 
of our country is called upon, to awake to a sense of 
danger, and prepare himself for a manful fesistaace of 
a powerful and well organized body of religionists— 
We tien adverted to the fact, that it had been openly 
declared, by orthodox ministers FROM THE PULPIT, 
that“ THE LINE IS DRAWN,” and the people 
must * TAKE SIDES.” Had any thing been wanted 
to add “confirmation strong” to the facts before stated, 
we have it in the subsequent developements and in- 
creased exertions of the PrResBYTERIANS in this state, 
which have come to light since our former remarks 
went fo press. There cannot remain the shadow oft 
doubt on the mind of any observing man, of the alarm- 
ing and disgraceful fact, that the ParspyTERIANS 
have entered into asolemn agreement, to go all lengths 
‘to put oul of office” all persons who will not “fall 
down and worship” the God they have set up, 
and to put in “ office” such, and such only, as will 
swear allegiance to those who claim divine honours{or 
taking care of our sovLs and our casH. 

We have once said, and again affirm, that e simulta 
neods movement has been made, with astonishing bold- . 
ness and unexampled impudence, by the Presbyterians 
in this, and so far as knowledge has been obtained, in 
other states, to unite “ church and state,” and thus lay 
the corner stone of an odious and abominable hierar- 
chy inthis country! Other denominations, so far # 
we have been able to learn, have kept aloof frow re 
unsanctified conspiracy ; and it remains to be seen bow 
far they will “strike hands” with those, who, with ell 
tieir pretensions to humility and selédenial, are im» 
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giy aiming at the prostration of all the dearest | 
aisof American citizens. 
We took occasion to notice the various societies, 
; y called + charitable” —the establishment of lines 
e purchase of publick houses, &c. &c. as 
wg the proofs of what we asserted: But all these 
should be regarded as the means of effecting 
object they have in view, and not asthe Env. It 
wt merely the money of the people that they want ; 
isthe PowER which money, when once obtained, 
place within their reach! Mowey, therefore, is 
ed no farther than it can be rendered subservient 
heir personal aggrandizement, and the exaltation of 
irreverences, the Clergy. ‘ The root of all evil” 
ned only as the srED which is to spring dp.and 
1 “an hundred fold” of honour and power, to 
yster round the heads of those who fraudulently ob- 
init, to put into the “ Lord’s Treasury,” of which 
“agents” are sure to keep the key. 





With all these facts before our eyes—with the omi- 
Musdeclaration that “ the line is drawn” sounding in 
eas—with the proofs of their determination to 
msevere at all hazards, presented to our senses in ten 
asand forms, WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Shall 
after all, “sin away our day of grace,” and thus 

i] the threatened curse upon our posterity? Shall 
with all these alarming circumstances around us, 
imber away the only time when resistance will avail 


| ** silver rule, 





thing? Shall we suffer these admonitory warn- 
to pass by unheeded, and fold our hands, and close 
eyesin a fatal, or to say the least, a dangerous, 


wurity? Shall we suffer these wolves in sheep's 
thing, to prowl around the sactuary of our liber- 
without making an attenmpt to prevent their 
ols? Our only alternative is, either to improve the | 
emt time in effecting our deliverance, or to yield 
pour dearest privileges, which are yet embalmed in 


eblood of martyred heroes! Reader, whoever thou 

-whether Jew, Christian, or Deist—rake THY 
force. We have been told that a “ non-intercourse 
t’has been passed, prohibiting an interchange of 

common civilities of social life between Presbyte- 
ans and those who dissent from their opinions—THEY 
ve told you, that they will nor travel in your sta- 
M,nor stop at your taverns—their goods, wares, and 

chandize will no longer be transported in your 
natt—their young people are prohibited from holding 
mmunion with your children—they will no longer 
ploy mechanicks, unless they can have dominion 
their consciences—they will not trade with those 
chants who do not yield implicit obedience to their 
Mudates!! These are racts—FACTS we repeat, 
Wich can be substavitiated by their own testimony! 
Our inquiry, THzREFORE, is—WHAT IS TO BE 
DONE? But one answer can be given, and that is 
(pressed in what follows. 

The enlightened and liberal portion of community 
Mitt ““tTaxe sipes!’ Let them take active mea- 
utresthen, to find out “who is on the Lord’s side :”— 
let fhe world understand by worps, and by DEEDS, 


DVOCATE. Q5t 


ples. The Presbyterians can in this way be laught a 
iesson which they have not. yet learned, viz. that they 
have reekuned without their host in supposing that 
“the people of America will submit to their dictation. 
There is a “ golden rule” which should be preferred to 
all others—to do by othersas we would have them do 
by us; butin this case, asin any other of a similar 
kind, we must, in aeting on our own defence, adopt a 
” and “do by others as they have dealt 
with us.” 

As, therefore, the presbyterians have resolved not to 
travel in any other stages but their own, let liberal and 
enlightened people avoid travelling with them: as they 
will not employ boats belonging to the “ world’s peo- 
ple” let the “ world’s people” withhold their patroage 
from them: as they will not trade with our merchants, 
let us not give them a fraction of our patronage : as the 
young peuple under fheir influence will not exchange 
civilities with our children, let us enjoin it upon all 
our young friends and children to treat them with met- 
ited contempt and neglect : as /hey will not call at our 
houses of publick entertainment, let us keep aloof from 
theirs: and,as they will not vote for any but of their 
own feather, for any office of honour or profit, let us 
give our favours to moral, upright, independent and 
liberal candidates, without a dissenting voice!! Let 
this plan be adopted and vigourously carried into ef- 
fect. and they wi!l enjoy the satisfaction of an entiré 
defeat! We repeat their own declaration—* THE 
LINE IS DRAWN;;” and we will add, let it bea 


straight and continuous one—let there be no mistake— 


let them feel the legitimate effects of their own folly— 
let them be fed, to satiety, with the fruits of their own 
impudence! 

But it will be said, “ there aré many liberal persons 
who will not, and dare not ‘come out’—they ure ‘on 
the fence’ and they will stay there.” We have in our 
hands a rémety for that evil. Let such persons above 
all others be neglected—iet them be considered as 
with the enemies of our civil and religious rights, un- 
til they will declare themselves for or against us!— 
The line is drawn,”’ and let a time-serving policy be 
despised and openly discounterianced. If there’ are 
NONE among us with independence enough to with- 
draw themselves from the ranks of our opponents, let 
us take active measures to find some who wILt open- 
ly espouse the cause of liberal principles. Let us find 
a sufficient number of merchants, mechanicks, law- 
yers, physicians, stage and boat proprietors, &e. &c. 
who witt “come out,” and let us devotedly, and re- 
ligiously, give them our exclusive patrovage! In 
recommending the adoption of this method, we should 
pay no regard tonfimes, sects or denominations :—it is 
enough for us to know wHo we patronize, and that 
they are LIBERAL, and opposed, conscientiously, te 
|. the measures of our opponents. Let this plan be adopt- 
ed, and strictly adhered to, and it will soon make am 
end of the boasting, and anti-sovial course, pursued by 
our infatuated neighbours. We say, therefore, since 
they have “drawn the line” aud outraged the com- 





vho ate, and who are not, the friends of liberal princj- 


non civilities of social life, let them see ami FEEL the 
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effects of their measures. They ask, with much con- 
fidence, “have we nota right to give our votes to 
whom we please, and to patronize those who are our 
friends?” Our reply is yes—and others have the 
same right. Letthat riaut, if it be one, be exercised 
by both parties, and see how it will turn out with those 
who have first claimed it. They have their rights, 
ané the objects of their hate, the eubjects of their ana- 
themas, ‘the victims of their exclusive spirit, have, 
thank God, rnerR rights too, and if a trial of strength 
is to be made, we care not how soon the contest is be- 
gun. 

Bat inall this, we should be cautious how far we go 
jn self defence. We are the lust to desire a continua- 
tion of retaliatory measures, No—while struggling a- 
gainst an unholy combination of men, we would extend 
the olive branch of peace to those who have so Jong 
trifled with our feelings and our priviliges. Whenever 
they leare the ground they have taken, we will be 
first to tender chem the tokens of or friendship and 
forgiveness. But while they cherish the spirit of hos- 
tility, which has for some time characterized their pro- 
ceedings—-so long our feeble arm shall be raised against 
them. What we lack in strength and influence, shall 
be made upin perseverance ; und what we fail in per- 
forming, shall never—no NEVER, be justly attributed 
to our-want of exertion. Let oihers do the same and 
the contest will soon be terminated. A bold, fearless, 
and rigourous effort, will end the struggle; and then, 
we trust, with the blessing of Heaven, the peace, 
equality, and liberty of Americans, will be established 
upen the rock of ages, which shall remain to the joy 
of our posterity and the world, an impregnable bul- 
wark against those greatest of all evils—king-craft, 
and Priest-Crart. 

POR REIS 
“ AWFUL WARNINGS.” 

“ Sabbath breaking, and its consequences.” 

*“ We understand”—says the sapient editor of the 
Albany Christian [orthodox] Register, “that on Sun- 
day week, a coloured boy belonging to a gentleman 
in Greenbush, while attempting to swim a horse, slip- 
ped frew his back and was drowned. Last Sabbath, 
at the same place, a coloured man, while driving a load 
of hay, fell from the cart, and hurt his leg so badly, 
that his life was despaired of.” Thus saith the pious, 
intelligent, and erudite editor of the Register. And 
first—it appears that a coloured boy, who no doubt had 
been ordered by his master to ride the horse into the 
river, as is often done, actually slipped off, and not be- 
ing able to swim, was drowned, Secondly—if he had 
done so on any other day, he would not have been 
drowned—Therefore, thirdly, the whole affair must be 
considered an “awful warning.” For nothing can be 
more evident then that the Lord, who changeth not, 
was sorely vexed, and exceedingly incensed against the 
little negro, and because the little “‘coloured bov” 
obeyed the “gentleman in Greenbush,” he took the 
matter in hand, and by a special interference, destroy- 
ed the aforesaid negro. Query—why did he not drown 
the “ gentleman in Greenbush” also ? 





Again. Another negro, full grown, having } 
wickedly instigated to “drive a load of hay” go, 
bly to the express directions of his employer, fwe yy, 
pose,] did fall from the cart, and “hurt his Tex 30 by 
ly” that if he does not get well he will undoubiy 
die. And that this was brought about by ame 
providence of God, is perfectly evident from the; 
that if he had “fell from the cart” on any other j 
it would not have injured his leg at all. And, fatip 
thecorrecttiess of our position is made Wonderf 
clear, by the undoubted truth that no nest» 
“ hurt his leg” an either day of the week except Sy 
day! So this too is another “ awful warning” { 
coloured people. Query~if God sets his creat 
theexample, by abstaining from all work but thy 
“necessity or mercy,” why did he inflict the juieg 
ments above mentioned on the first day of the ve 

(7 ANoTHER! The same day on which the%y 
loured boy” was killed at Greenbush, a Presbytey 
meeting house in Genoa, in this county, was 
with lightning, while the church were partaking 
the Sacrament. The Electrick fluid struck-thegi 
descended and shattered the desk to atoms, knod 
down the parson, agd the deacon who was servingt 
people with the bread, knocked the plate from his 
and prostrated several others engaged in the exer 
of the occasion! And this, teo, wasan “awful 
ing”’—un exhibition of divine wrath, forsooth, i 
Much as the work in which the people were eng 
was neither a work of “necessity nor mercy”=a 
moreover it should be held up as an admonitory w 
ing to all “ wine drinkers,” inasmuch as those affed 
by the shock were about to drink of the juice of 
grape. Will the editor of the Register notice this 


event ? 
RE 


CONSISTENCY. 

Every body knows thai we are favoured with t 
pattern of piety, the “ Pioneer” line of orthodox, § 
bath-keeping stages. The “proprietors,” altas th 
clergy, alias the “Christian party in politicks,” ali 
the “moral and respectable part of communily,’ 
might be expected, are, and always have bees, th 

The cheerful, laughing 
dancing, good natured part of society, have, # 
“that the memory of man runneth not to the coultw 
ry,” been considered as the violators of all and singu: 
lar the good commands of the New-England Pri 
and Westminster Catechism, A Ball, alas! such 
abomination entered not into the hearts of our 
and pious ancestors of witch-craft memory. Butah 
ter all, we have it upon the unquestionable authori 
of our own eyes, that on the evening of the 4th ull 
the aforesaid “line of stages” did, with a full unde 
standing of the enormity of the offence, gather toget 
a party of young ladies and gentlemen, that the 
might tecreate themselves in the assembly Room ° 
the Western Exchange, by musick and dancing! 

And we have it on good authority, that several hor 
ses for the aforesaid line of stages, have been purchig 
sed on “the first day of the week commonly cale? 
Sunday.” And this, forsooth, is consistency! Do ¥* 


great protectors of morality ! 
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tread somewhere, about straining at a goat. and 


lowing a camel? 
ees 
PUBLICK OPINION. 
The proprietors of the “ Pioneer” have expected 
plan of compelling an observauee of the Sabbath 
i) be sustained by publick opinion. If thimbe 
iterion, we would respectfully inquire how ‘the 
stands thus far? Report says, that if empty 
prove any thing, there isa decided expression 
pblick disapprobation against the measure. With 
ieir threats, and stigmas, “the people”—the re- 
able, we mean, are determined to frown the “con- 
” out of —employment—which we hope will teach 
ir reverences that we of the world choose to enjoy 
iberty a little longer. 
eRe ea 
ABOMINABLE WICKEDNESs ! 
he editor of this paper has recently been accused 
sdreadful crime—and who preferred the charge? 
of the Presbyterianchurch! And what, io- 
ent reader, do you imagine this great crime is? 
Sabbath breaking ?>—~Murder?—Treason?—Grand 
veny?=-No—none of these things! What is it, 
) Why, he, the said editor, did, on 4 certain day 
distinctly recollected. with “ malice aforethdught” 
without the fear of orthodoxy before his eyes, in 
in Book Store in this village, where two evil- 
persons were showing their contempt of good 
) by profanely playing a game of checkers, stay 
iemain several minutes in the same store, with his 
open—-and—-what else ?—NVothing—noTHine ! 
ey 


folowing was intended for our last number but was 
crowded aut by other matter. 


[We have received, and perused with much plea- 
the first number of a new series of the Boston 
ivralist Magazine, under the title of the 


and Universalist Magazine.” It appears in} 


atire new dress, in the Folio form, on a Super 
ml sheet, good paper, elegantly executed, and 
ins a good variety of useful and interesting mat- 
thas been purchased and is now conducted by 
Russell Streeter and Thomas Whittimore, whose 
uls and experience will no doubt ensure the work 
support, and contribute much towards dis- 
inating the principles of pure religion. It is pub- 

Weekly, at two dollars per ann. if paid in ad- 
fe, to which fifty cents will be added if not paid 
in six months from the commencement of sub- 











SHLECTIONS. 





SUNDAY POLICE. 
pious man will always be desirous of com- 
With what he believes to be the will 
od, but ifhis piety,is tempered with dis- 
lon, he will never wish to enforce its ob- 
ice on others by civil penalties. Such 
Wulsion constitutes the very essence of per- 





“won, and whatever disguises it assumes, 
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under whatever pretext it makes its appearance, 
it is stil) persecution. Moreover, that piety is 
always to be suspected, which busies itself 
with officious zeal about the spiritual concern 
ofothers. ‘I'rue piety is retired, modest and 
diffident of itself; it isthe very reverse of the 
dogmatical, overbearing and inquisitorial spirit 
of persecution. 

A pious man is conscious of his own falla- 
bility. However strong his persuasion in the 
truth of his opinion, he knows that he may be 
in an errour. All his feelings will instantly 
revolt from compelling others to adopt for a 
rule of life, that which they do not believe is 
the correct rule. ‘Though God requires of ev- 
ery man an Obedience to his will, he has giv- 
en to no one an authority to enforce such an 
obedience on others. ‘This he has reserved to 
be exercised according to his own pleasure-—- 
For man, to assume such authority, is an usur- 
pation of the prerogative of God. 

Religion is a thing exclusively between a 
man and his maker ; it is the voluntary offering 
from the heart ; and from its very nature can- 
not be a subject of civil cognizance. A Ma- 
hometan may be compelled to go into a chris- 
tian form of worship, but in this cold and for- 
mal repetition of words, there is nothing that 
does honour to our religion, or that can be ac- 
ceptable to God. Soa Protestant in a Catho- 
lick country, may be compelled to abstain from 
meat during Lent, but such compulsory absti- 
nence is no act of worship. 

In the unquestionable truth of these maxims 
we find a very conclusive objection to the law 
of this state, prohibiting all the citizens from 
engaging in any of the usual occupations of 
life on Sunday. 1f a man does not believe that 
it is required of him by the jaw of God to ab- 
stain from these employments, that are not on 
ly innocent but praiseworthy on any other day, 
he will submit with reluctance, and only from 
necessity ; in this forced submission there isno . 
religion on his part, nor does it in any way 
conduce to the advancement of piety in oth- 
ers, 

What reason can be given, then, for using 
this force, that will not apply with equal justice 
in favour of the Catholicks enforcing on the 
Protestants an abstinence from meat during 
Lent ; and in favour of Mabometans compel- 
ling Christians to worship Mahomet ? If we 
have a right to compel men to follow that mode 
of worship we deem the true one, the Mahom- 
etan and Catholick; who are firmly persuaded 
ofthe truth of their sentiments, must have the 
same rights. ‘This would at once produce a 
system of universal persecution. Suppose, 
then, it were a fact, that Christ did require of 
his followersto observe Sunday, with a strict- 
ness approaching to Jewish austerity, he has 
certainly not given to one part of his followers 
to exact from others, who differ from them in 
opinion, such an observance. But does he in 
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fact require this of any ?It may, I think, be 
clearly shown that he does not. 

ist. Thereis no one precept in the New 
‘Testament, enjoining on us to keep a Sabbath. 
If we are bound to keep one, then it is in con- 
sequence ofthe Mosaick law. This noope will 
presume to call in question. 

2d. The language of the fourth com@iand- 
ment is * The SEVENTH DAY is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord.” But Christians keep the 
first day and not the seventh. No Jew would 
think that he complied with this Jaw, by ob- 
serving the first day of the week if he labour- 
ed on the seventh. There is not a word in 
the Mosaick law, about substituting any other 
day for the one appointed, nor does it appear 
that such a thing ever oceurred to the minds of 
the Jews. 

3d. Neither is there a single word, nor 
even an allusion, relating to a substitution of 
the first day for the seventh, in the whole New 
Testament. ‘The subjectis never mentioned in 
any of the discourses of Christ, nor in any of the 
epistles of his Apostles. 

On the whole, then, it is certain, that if 
christians are bound to keep a Sabbath, it is 
in consequence of the fourth commandment, 
and it isjthe seventh day, and not the first, 
that is Saturday, and not Sunday, which they 
are bound to keep. The government of this 
state, therefore, in setting apart the first day of 
the week to be kept as a Jewish Sabbath, has 
added to Christian law, and imposed a restraint 
upon our Christian Hberty, which neither Christ 
nor his disciples warrant. Let us now lbok to 
the usage of the first Christians—If Sunday 
was observed by them as it is in this country, 
we should find it recorded in the early history 
of the churches. Notrace of the kind appears. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, written by the E- 
vangelist Luke, the first day of the week is not 
mentioned but once, then not by any particular 
‘Till the reign of Constantine, the first 
christian emperor, about the year A. D. 300, 
the practice of christians appears to have been 
to assemble on the first day of the week for the 
purpose of religious worship in the morning 
or evening and sometimes both. During the 
rest of the day, they followed their usual occu- 
pationsand there is not the least intimation that 
christians were prohibited from attending to 
the common secular business of life more on 
{hat day than any other. On the contrary, it 
appears to be certain, that no such prohibition 
did exist till the period above mentioned. The 
power having then become christian, it was 
made subservient to the aggrandizement ofthe 
priesthood. There isa work of Justin Martyr, 
a distinguished christian advocate, who wrote 
about the year 150, which throws considerable 
light on this subject. Justin was one of the 
most distinguished christians of his time-~ac- 
complished in all thejlearning of the age, 
whose zea] and sincerity in the eave of his 


faith were proved by his martyrdom, 
work to which I allude is a defence of 
Christian religion, written in the form of 
dialogue between himself and Trypho, aie, 
ed Jew. One of the objections of the Jey ; 
that the Christians did not observe thes 
bath. He says, that—‘* The Christians, 
they boasted of the truth of their religion, » 
wished to excel all other people, differs 
nothing from the heathen in their mange 
living, because they neither observed th 
tivals, nor the Sabbath, nor Circunicisiy 
Now what answer would one of our minig 
make to this objection from the mouth of 
Jew? I have it to my hand, in the answe 
the fifty-ninth question of the Assembly's jy 
ter Catechism. These divines say that 

‘‘From the beginning of the world ip¢, 
resurrection of Christ, God appointed thes 
venth day of the week to be the weekly §4 
bath, and the first day of the week ever sigg 
to continue to the end of the world, which 
the Christian Sabbath.” 

And what authority have they for syi 
that God has appointed the first day, for 
Christian Sabbath? Not the least. Thee 
not a single precept in the New Testament,1 
a single word enjoining on us the first day. 
any other to be keptas a Sabbath. Let usa 
see what answer Justin makes to his Jew. 

** There is,” says he, ‘another kipdofd 
cumcision, and you think highly of that of 
flesh. The law will have you keep a perpe 
al Sabbath ; and you, when you have spent ¢ 
day in idleness, think you are religieus, 
| knowing why it was commanded.” 

| Would Justin have sneered at the ons é 
| idleness of the Jews, if the Christians 
adopted the same usage with only a chi 
from the seventh day tothe first? Bat-thi 
not the whole of his answer ; we will hear I 
farther. 

‘As, therefore, circumcision began i 
Abraham, and Sabbath, and Sacrifice, and 4 
lation from Moses; which it has bees sho 
were ordained on account of your nal 
hardness of heart, so according to the cou 
of the fathers, they were to end in Jesus (h 
the son of God.” 

I will add one farther extract from Jus 
* Do you not see,’’ says he to Trypho, “! 
the elements are never idle, nor keep 4 
bath? Continue as you were created, 
there was no need of circumcision before Al 
ham, nor of the obrervance of the Sabt 
and festivals, and oblations before Moses, ® 
ther now is there likewise after Christ.” 

The first remark to be made on the ext 
from Justin, is, that he admits that the C 
ians of his time did not keep a Sabbath. 
the second is, be contends that they ee 
bound to observe it, more than they are 
rite of circumcisien or the Jewish festivals 
sacrifices. All were abrogated by Christ 
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simpossible that the Christians of that age 
sould keep a Sabbath, aud the most learned 
man in the church be ignorant of the fact.— 

ally impossible is it, that if the Christians 
jo the age of the apostles kept a Sabbath, the 

jce and memory of it should be so com- 
pletely Jost so soon after their deaths, particu- 
larly a8 St. John did-not die til] about the year 
4. D. 105, only 50 years before Justin wrote. 
We may, therefore, consider it as certain that 
till the year 150, no Sabbath was observed by 
the Christian church as a “day of idleness,” 
so use the words of Justin, or as a day of ab- 
sinence from the secular affairs of life. It 
may then be asked, when was the first day of 
the week observed as a Sabbath? I answer, 
jn the reign of Constantine, A. D. 300. 

His edict is as follows : 

“Let all the judges and town people, and 
the oceapations of all trades rest on the vene- 
‘able day of the sun, (die solis.) But let those 
who are situated in the country, freely and at 
full liberty, attend to the business of agricul- 
tre,;because it often happens that no other day 
js so fit\ for sowing corn and planting vines, lest 
the critical moment being let slip, men should 
jose the commodities granted them by the pro- 
vidence of Heaven.” 

The great autocrat did not think it prudent 
toextend the prohibition to the whole of his 
subjects at first. ‘The business of agriculture 
was left as before; the husbandman laboured 
on his landson Sunday as on any other day. 
lt was not til] sometime later, that the priest- 
hood obtained sufficient power to arrest the 
business of agriculture On the whole, it is 
very certain, that itis no part of Christian du- 
yto keep a Sabbath; but if any day is to be 
kept it is the seventh and not the first, It is 
undoubtedly an innocent usage, and those who 
think it their duty to do so, ought to continue. 
But it is highly unjust and unchristian, to 
compel others to observe a Sabbath which is 
nowhere enjoined in the New Testament, 
which was not obseryed by the Apostles and 
first followers of Christ, and which was not 
introduced into Christianity until it become 
astate religion. It sprung from an unnatural 
union of church and state, its origin is from 
the same source with all the other papal cor- 
ruptions of Christianity which have overwhelm- 
edand buried the simplicity of our religion, 
under a flood of idolatrous ceremonies. 

Boston Patriot. 
RN IE TPT 
From the Christian Register. 

Mr. Editor :—I have no faith in the boasted 
ttumphs of Orthodoxy. They are in the main 
laise and delusive. Very much against their 
intentions, the Orthodox are contributing great- 
lyto the spread of Liberal Christianity. As 
fo the intelligent and reflecting portion of the 
sommunity, it isonly necessary that they should 
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| have ©rthodoxy presented to them naked and 
| undisguised, in order to revolt from it. On the 
thinking part of society the Orthodox have lost 
their hold, and they are now attempting to make 
themselves amends, and to keep up their pow- 
er, by enthralling the ignorant, and subjuga- 
ting the thoughtless. Among the means re- 
sorted to for this purpose, I expect, ere long, 
to see advertised the following :— 


PROSPECTUS OF A COURSE OF LECTURES, 
To be delivered in all the Churches. 


. LECTURE I. 

On the personal existence of an omnipresent 
Devil. 

LECTURE IL. 

That God made a law, and annexed to the 
breach of it the penalty of eternal damnation 
to a material fire and a local hell. 

LECTURE IIl. 

That God created a frail and imperfect be- 
ing, who, he knew, would, among the first acts 
of his life, violate this law. 

LECTURE IV, 

That the circumstance, that the law was 
broken, without any deliberate intention on 
the part of the transgressor to offend the Law- 
giver, but through the delusions and tempta- 
tions to which, by his constitution, he was 
made liable, can make no difference with a 
God of immutable justice. 

LECTURE V, 

That God pronounced the sentence of eter- 
nal damnation, nor only upon the transgressor, 
but likewise upon all his progeny, whether they 
personally offend or not. 

LECTURE VI. 

That it is infinite justice on the part of God, 
to impute to children the transgressions of their 
parents, ; 

LECTURE VII. 

That the human race are born jnto the world, 
enemies of God, haters of all goodness, and the 
children of the Devil, and justly subject to tor- 
ments here, and the pains of hell hereafter. 

LECTURE VIII. 

That God, possessing infinite mercy as well 
as infinite justice, accepted the infinite suffer- 
ings that were due to him for the guilt of the 
world ; and thus relieves mankind from the 
curse of the law, and conditionally saves them. 

LECTURE IX. 

That notwithstanding this infinite substitute, 
whereby the justice of God was satisfied, the 
pardon of mankind is, nevertheless, forgiveness 


of free grace. 


LECTURE X. 

That the contract’ made in the councils of 
eternity, tripartite, between the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, whereby the Father agreed to. 
release from his vindictive justice a select and 
limited number of the human race, if the Holy 
Ghost would come down and sanctify, them, 
and the Son would guffer punishment in their: 
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stead,—is an infinitely- wise plan of salvation ; 


reconciling at once the infinite justice with 
the infinite mercy of God. 
LECTURE XI. 

If, by this infinitely wise plan of salvation, 
only one sinner should be saved out of the 
world, and all the rest be eternally damned, it 
would fully establish the infinite mercy of God. 

LECTURE XI. 

That notwithstanding the Devil should get 
by far the largest portion of the human fami- 
ly, it would be no impeachment of the power, 
the wisdom, or the mercy of God, but he would 
thereby be glorified. 

LECTURE XIU. 
‘Phat human reason is inimical to religion. 
LECTURE XIV. 

That the first step towards becoming reli- 
gious, is, to prostrate and discard the under- 
standing God has given us, and to yield our- 


selves unreservedly to the dogmas of Ortho- | 


doxy. 

We also anticipate that a new Professorship 
will be founded, to be entitled, “‘ A Professor- 
ship for the re-establishment of the exploded 
vagaries of the human mind during the dark 
ages ; and especiully for the restoration of the 
axiom, then recognized, that “ the more absurd 
and impossible any thing is, the greater should 
be our faith in it.” 

We know several individuals, whése princi- 
ples and qualifications eminently entitle them 
to fill the chair of such a Professorship. 

And now, O ye simple ones, say, how would 
you be able to resist an apparatus fraught with 
such persuasive wisdom, and, withal, so ho- 
nourable to God and useful tomen? Pictor. 

SOLOS ASE 
“ Hold fast the form of sound words.” 

Doctrine v. Doctrines.—Speakers and wri- 
ders on theological subjects rarely distinguish 
between the seripture uses of these two words. 
‘The teaching of God is mentioned as Doctrine, 
in the bible, and the singular is uniformly 
written. Doctrines of men, and doctrines of 
devils, are distinguished by the plural. The 
doctrine of God is one, and hence the use of 
doctrine in the singular number. ‘The doetrines 
of men are many, and therefore called ‘divers 
and strange doctrines,” in the plural form. ‘To 
some this may seem a nice discrimination, but 
the distinction is not made without a clear view 
of the difference. A speaker or writer who 
wishes to be correct in all things, may. easily 
satisfy himself by an examination. 

Religious Enquirer. 
es 
THUNDERING PREACHERS, 
«There is, I confess, a sort of men, sons of 


thunder, (but by a new way they thunder | 
from hell, not from heaven,) who delight to re- | 
sent God with all the terrour and hostility | 


to men, that their own base spirit and sordid 


melancholy can suggest. They so account him | 














a Maker, that they scarce allow him to be a 


Preserver ; they describe him as a father wig), 
out bowels ; they make him to triumph and 

please, and, as it were, recreate himself jn tly’ 
confusion of all his works: as if our destruc. 
tion had been the sole end of our creati 

God only made us that he might afterwan, 
have the pleasure of destroying us. 

“With what pleasure may we hear some 
persons tell men that they are damned! [y, 
deed with so much, that they seem to taste the 
expresssion more, than if they had heard thy 
they themselves should be saved ; persons fitter 
to blow the trumpet upon Mount Sinai, thy 
to proclaim the glad tidings of the gospel 
But still, after such have said all to bespatter 
God’s natural kindness to the sons of men, aj 
their furious, blustering expressions will 
found not to have been copied out from 
harshness in God, but to have issued only frog 
the fumes of an ignorant head and an ill-nat, 
red constitution. —Soutu. 

Rice ee SY 

SENsE.—A gentlemen of eminence, talking 
one day with the late Bishop of L » Cle 
cerning Dr, Clarke, said, that he was surprised 
the Convocation had set themselves to perse- 
cute, with so much violence, a man that was 
an ornament and honour to their whole order by 
his great learning and sense. Sense! cried 
the good bishop. Indeed I think Dr. Clark is 
very deficient in that: for if he had but com- 
mon sense, he would take more care of himself, 
O, my lord,I understand you. But if neglect- 
ing a man’s worldly interest prove that he wants 
common sense, I fear it will be found that the 
apostles and our blessed Saviour himself had 
no great share of it. 

INTOLERANCE. I own that tbere have been 
many wars and tumults raised in the world 
upon account of religion. But I wold have 
it observed, that this has not happened from 
the different opinions of mankind in this affair, 
but from that cursed spirit of intolerance which 
has been inspired into almost every party,—t 
bear with but themselves.—-Persian Letters. 

Anricies or Farrs. It is well known that 
the Council of Trent added twelve articles 
the ancient creeds. "Why, then, might not 
another council of the clergy add as many 
more ? So that, at this rate, they may, by such 
improvements, continue adding to the Christ. 
ian religion to the end of the world. And if 
this be allowed, it will be no easy matter to 
refute Mahometanism itself, which pretends to 
be nothing else but an improvement on the te 
ligion of Jesus. 


—— 
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